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The planning meeting of the Yankton County Planning Commission was called to order by 

Chairperson Michael Welch at 7:00 p.m. on April 24, 2017. 

 

Members present at call to order: Pietila, Welch, Sylliaasen, Gudahl, Klimisch, Kretsinger, 

Bodenstedt, Kettering and Williams. 

Members absent: Becker and Guthmiller 

 

The scheduled speaker for this evening is Chris Peterson, Socially Responsible Agriculture 

regional representative from Clear Lake, IA. 

 

Mr. Peterson began with a statement of caution to South Dakota residents to not follow Iowa’s 

example regarding agriculture production. He states the Concentrate Animal Feeding Operations 

(CAFO) have increased in Iowa 200 to 300 operations a year. The water quality in Iowa is 49th in 

America for impaired waterways. The Iowa system is a state Department of Environmental and 

Natural Resources (DENR) permitting process which does not include county participation. The 

Iowa DENR permitting process is based on a matrix system with 880 points possible and 440 

points to receive a CAFO permit. Iowa is currently reviewing potential revisions to this permitting 

system.  

  

Mr. Peterson stated numerous large scale pork and poultry operations are disrupting the social 

fabric in rural Iowa. The economy is declining in rural areas with outward migration resulting in 

many vacant farmsteads. Many large scale operations do not provide enough tax revenue to support 

the required infrastructure expenses. Water usage is high in counties with CAFO’s, such as Sioux 

County using 95% of available water. 

 

Mr. Peterson stated the contract grower is currently at 2400 pigs in a barn. The farmer provides 

collateral (the property) and retains the manure. The farmer attrition is high in the industry and the 

operations are always expanding. Mr. Peterson states most of his experiences are difficult 

financing options, strained relationships and rural social out-migration. Many contracts are not 

transparent and generally do not favor the farmer.  

 

Mr. Peterson stated small scale agriculture is dying in rural America. The price, supply, location 

and demand are changing rapidly and independent farmers are left behind. Can consumer demand 

change this pattern? Agriculture production with sustainable practices is the future. Mr. Peterson’s 

daughter would like to return to the family farm, but the current economic reality is that is not 

possible.  

 

Zane Williams stated the family farm is rapidly changing and many operations want to increase in 

size which will increase income. The increased income may provide sufficient incentive to bring 

other family members into the operation. 

Kristen Hicks stated the family farm function of operation is to generate positive financial return. 

The small family farmers need strong markets.  

Nate Hicks stated continuing consumer education for market expansion. The consumer needs to 

understand the dynamics involved to produce food in rural America. The change in production 

practices need to come as “consumer driven” to effectively bring awareness of our food supply 

chain.  
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Mr. Peterson states legislative policy changes are necessary. The voters will drive the policy to 

improve conditions for small scale producers. The check-off system should become voluntary and 

many United States Department of Agriculture programs need to be focused on small producers.  

Louie Johnson stated his research has shown successful operations in Alcester, SD and Scotland, 

SD with 2400 head pork barns. The nutrient management programs are a benefit for the operation. 

The barns have created opportunities for the family farm and income for other family members to 

join the operations. Mr. Johnson states agriculture has room for all types of operating systems from 

sustainable focus, organic systems, CAFO’s, commercial and commodity farmers.  

Dan Klimisch stated his research shows Iowa at 50th in water quality. The amount of impaired 

waterways is not an acceptable options for South Dakota. The extent of animal production 

contribution to impaired waterways is difficult to determine as it is a non-point pollution. The 

quality of life issue is directly related to water quality. Large scale agriculture must not become a 

contributor to any non-point pollution in South Dakota. 

 

The Planning Commission sincerely appreciate the time and discussion from Mr. Chris Peterson 

for continuous education in agriculture production.  

 

Action 42517A: Moved by Kretsinger, seconded by Sylliaasen for adjournment.  

By voice vote, all members present voted aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

The next meeting of the Yankton County Planning Commission will be held at 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, 

May 9, 2017. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Patrick Garrity AICP 

Zoning Administrator 


